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NEWSLETTER
AGING TECHNICAL GROUP

Message from the Chair
Dear ATG members,

Greetings to everyone mid-way through this spring semester! I hope that
you’ve had a good 2019 so far, with new classes and projects to keep you
energized as the days become longer.

It was great to see many of you at the 2018 HFES conference in
Philadelphia, especially those of you who were able to join the business
luncheon. It was a pleasure to catch up with everyone, meet new members,
brainstorm ideas for increasing awareness and activities of the TG, and
recognize past and future TG officers. Thanks especially to Anne Adams
and the TG reviewers for putting together a very interesting program to
represent aging research to the larger HFES community.

At the business meeting, we awarded $500 to Sean McGlynn of Georgia
Tech to support his dissertation entitled Understanding Spatial Presence to
Enhance Virtual Reality Applications for Older Adults. Sean received this
award for the ATG Student Scholarship and will be presenting his research
at HFES in the future. Current students can find details about this application
process and about the Arnold Small award for students with accepted
papers about aging research in the 2019 conference in this issue.
Congratulations, Sean!

This newsletter also reports on a conversation between our newsletter
editor, Jeremy Lopez, and Kelly Caine about the HomeSHARE initiative
Kelly mentioned at the business meeting. I was fascinated to learn of her
collaborations that bring new opportunities for engaging a more dispersed
group of older adults in aging research, and I hope that you’ll contact Kelly
for additional information.

Lastly, our 2019 program chair, Jenay Beer, has reminded us of the final
deadline for this year’s conference in Seattle on March 18, 2019 at 6 PM.
She’s already received some good submissions but hopes for a few more to
develop a high quality program. Everyone, please stay tuned as she will
need reviewers after the deadline.

Enjoy the rest of the semester and planning for a productive and
adventurous summer.

Marita
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Message from the Program Chair, Jenay Beer
Make plans to attend and participate in the 63rd International Annual Meeting of the Human Factors and
Ergonomics Society! The annual meeting will take place in exciting and iconic downtown Seattle from October
28 to November 1, 2019. Submit a proposal to the Aging TG for the opportunity to present your latest
research, practice, or theoretical findings to a diverse, international audience - proposals are now due
Monday, March 18, 2019, 6:00pm EST.

Reminders and Upcoming Deadlines
July 1, 2019: Registration opens for the 2019 HFES Annual Meeting
July 1, 2019: Arnold Small award notifications due to program chair
August 15, 2019: Officer nominations
September 1, 2019: Aging TG Student Research Scholarship Deadline
September 15, 2019: Elections for ATG officer
October 28 - November 1, 2019: The 2019 HFES Annual Meeting will be held at the Sheraton Grand Seattle
in Seattle, WA

Recap of Business Meeting at HFES Conference 2018
We had a great time at our business meeting in Philadelphia, PA, last year! We met briefly to announce the
new officers, get to know each other over lunch, announce the 2018 Arnold Small Award Winner, and discuss
some ideas for our next meeting in Seattle, WA. Thank you to everyone that attended the meeting. We hope
to see you next year!

ATG Officer Elections
Current Officers:
Chair (Seattle, WA): Marita O'Brien
Program Chair Elect (Chicago, IL): Jing Feng
Secretary/Treasurer (Seattle, WA): Bethany Lowndes
Program Chair (Seattle, WA): Jenay Beer
Program Chair Elect (Chicago, IL): Frank Schieber
Newsletter Editor (Seattle, WA): Jeremy Lopez
Web Master (Seattle, WA): Daniel Quinn

We will have elections again this fall. As you review your professional plans for the year, please consider
running for an office in our TG. We will start accepting nominations on July 1, close nominations on August
15, and elect new officers on September 15.

Aging Panel at HFES 2018
"Age Related Considerations for Emerging Technologies."
J. Beer, K. Caine, A. McLaughlin, R. Pak.
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Aging Cosponsored Sessions at HFES Annual Meeting 2018
1. “Impact of Cognitive Distractions on Drivers’ Anticipation Behavior in Vehicle–Bicycle Conflict
Situations.” Yalda Ebadi and Ganesh Pai Mangalore, Siby Samuel

2. "Effect of Driver Age and Distance Guide Sign Format on Driver Attention Allocation and
Performance" Maryam Zahabi, Patricia Machado, Mei Lau, Yulin Deng, Carl Pankok, Joseph Hummer,
William Rasdorf, David Kaber

3. "While Walking Induces Gait Pattern Alterations in Healthy Older Adults" Massimiliano Pau, Micaela
Porta, Giuseppina Pilloni, Federica Corona, Maria Chiara Fastame, Paul Hitchcott, Maria Pietronilla Penna

4. "Calibration in Older and Middle-Aged Drivers: Relationship Between Subjective and Objective
Glance Performance at Complex Intersections" James Unverricht and Yusuke Yamani, William Horrey

5. "The Influence of Sign Variations on Drivers’ Comprehension" Tamar Ben-Bassat, David Shinar

HomeSHARE: Bringing the Lab into the Home
A Conversation with Dr. Kelly Caine
It can be difficult for aging researchers to recruit older adults to come into the lab for each new study. A group
of researchers had a new idea: bring the lab to older adults. One of these researchers is none other than
former HFES Aging TG Chair, Kelly Caine. Currently, Kelly is an Associate Professor of Human-Centered
Computing at Clemson University. Kelly helped formulate HomeSHARE, a National Science Foundation
(NSF) funded project that allows researchers to test new technologies to help older adults age in place.
HomeSHARE is a part of the NSF Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE) Community
Research Infrastructure (CRI) program. This program seeks to fund interdisciplinary teams creating a
research infrastructure. The project has a large leadership team. Besides Kelly, other collaborators on the
HomeSHARE project include Kay Connelly and Katie Siek at Indiana University Bloomington, Blaine Reeder
at the University of Colorado Boulder, and George Demiris at the University of Pennsylvania.

A recurring concern with laboratory-based studies is the issue of ecological validity. To counter this problem,
instead of observing how older adults interact with devices in a lab, HomeSHARE allows researchers to see
these interactions inside a participant’s home. Participants in the project have their homes outfitted with
motion sensors, door sensors, and a computer hub. Additionally, each participant is given a tablet and
wearable activity monitor. New study notifications are presented through the tablet. HomeSHARE researchers
are still required to request permission and receive IRB approval before conducting a study, but older adults
can now join and participate from the comfort of their own living rooms.

There are currently 30 homes involved in HomeSHARE: 15 homes near Indiana University Bloomington, and
15 homes near the University of Colorado. The long-term goal is to add 70 more homes: ten to each of the
current sites, and 25 each in the Clemson University and the University of Pennsylvania areas. Three studies
have been published so far, but there is still plenty of opportunity with HomeSHARE. Kelly plans to conduct
further research into the potential privacy and security issues present in current and future technologies. She
sees HomeSHARE as an opportunity to improve the quality of her research.

For more information about CRI HomeSHARE, visit the project website at
https://crihomeshare.wordpress.com/

National Science Foundation Award #s: 1629202,1629468, 1625451, and 1629437
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2018 Arnold Small Award Application Process
Did you know that the Aging TG has been sponsoring the Arnold Small award for the best student paper with
aging research for 25 years?

Students must have been students while performing the research, the research must have a significant aging
component, and the paper must be accepted for presentation at the annual HFES Conference.

Procedure
1. Wait until receipt of notification that the submission was accepted for presentation at the annual
conference.

2. The student or student’s advisor should notify the ATG Program Chair by July 1st via email that s/he/they
would like to be considered for the award. The 2019 program chair is Jenay Beer, Jenay.Beer@uga.edu

3. A selection committee comprised of ATG members will review and score the submissions.

4. In recognition of the winner’s accomplishment, the student(s) is presented the award (plaque and $200)
during the ATG business meeting at the HFES annual conference. Please make sure to attend the
Wednesday lunch!

ATG Student Scholarship
Did you know that the ATG has a scholarship to help students pay for research-related expenses?

The ATG’s goal is to provide scholarships (up to $500) to students to conduct their research
(1-2 scholarships per year based on resources; open to MS or PhD level).

The requirements for consideration of the scholarship are:
• Students must be members of the ATG.
• Students must agree to submit their research to the HFES conference within two years of receiving the
award.
• Students must submit a 1-2 page description of their project and request for funds.

Submission
• Present a timeline for their research leading up to graduation.
• Provide a letter of support from faculty stating:

o how the funding from the ATG is critical to the research,
o what the student’s academic/scholarship record is, and
o an endorsement of the student’s research plan.

Procedure
• Send your completed application to the ATG Technical Group Chair,
Marita O'Brien (maobrien@franciscan.edu) by September 1, 2019.
• A selection committee comprised of ATG members will review and score the submissions.
• The ATG Scholarship award will be presented at the ATG business meeting at the HFES annual

conference. Please be sure to attend the Wednesday lunch!

2018 ATG Scholarship Recipient:
Sean McGlynn
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